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There are ſome inaccuracies in the relations, owing, 7 
ſuppoſe, to the tranſlator or tranſcriber, ſome I did correft, 
but others I thought better to let ſtand than ſubſtitute. 
f RK Maxazs2u, fee Univerſal Modern Hiſtory, 
vol. xi. p. 154- | 


N. B. In quoting texts of Scripture, I have not followed 
our tranſlation, but have endeavoured to give the true once 
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TEN TRIBES oF ISRAEL BEING IN 
AMERICA. 


ON . # 
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M. Ass I Ben Ifel, an Hebrew di- 
vine and philoſopher, who reſided in Eng- 
land, 16g, publiſhed: a book called, The 
Hope of Iſrael, wherein he gives many re- 
lations to this (purpoſe, rey hc that of 
— 1 N 5 
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Thie e Hook (each hey gene the fol 
lowing account to me, and other eminent 
Portugeſe at Amſterdam. That above two 
years before, as be was going from Port 


Homta, in the Spaniſh-Weſt Indies, in Ame - 
Aud 
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rica, 
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rica, to conduct ſome mules of an Indian 
named Caſtellan, to the province of Quitto, 
in company with other Indians, who before 
had been among the Engliſh a conſiderable 
time, among whom was one Francis Canicur: 
a great tempeſt happened as they paſſed over 
the mountains Cordilleræ, which threw the 
loaded mules to the ground; the Indians 
complained of their great loſſes by the ſtorm, 
yet confeſſed that they deſerved greater pu- 
niſhments than this ſor their many heinous 
crimes. Francis bid them be patient, ſince 
they ſhould ſhortly enjoy reſt. They. re- 
plied, they were unworthy of it, and that 
the barbarous cruelty of the Spaniards to- 
wards them was ſent of God, becauſe they 
had fo ill treated his holy people, who were 
of all the moſt innocent. They then con- 
cluded to ſtay all night on the top of the 
mountain ; and Aaron Levi took out of a 
box ſome bread and cheeſe, and junkets, 
(biſcuits ſo called) for his own private uſe, 
and gave them to Francis, upbraiding him 
for ſpeaking diſgracefully of the Spaniards : 
who anſwered, That he had not told me one 
Qt half 
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half of the miſeries and calamities they had 
ſuffered from that inhuman nation; but that 


they ſhould be revenged of them by the help 
of an unknown. people. 


After this, Aaron Levi went to Cartha- 
gena, where he was for ſome time impriſon- 
ed, but being at length releaſed, and much 
affected with what hie had heard from Fran- 
cis, from whence he began to imagine that 
the Hebrews, or Jews, were thoſe innocent 
people, which the Indian had mentioned ; 
he reſolved to return to Honda, and find 
him out, which having happily affected, he 
aſked the Indian whether he remembered 
what he had ſpoken upon the mountain? 
Who replying, Yes, very perfectly; Aaron 
thereupon engaged him to take a journey 
with him, giving him three pieces of eight 
(dollars) to buy him neceſſaries. When they 
were got out of the city, Aaron confeſſed 
himſelf to be an Hebrew of the tribe of Levi, 
and that the Lord was his God; and all the 
other gods were but mockeries. The Indian 
being amazed, aſked him the name of his 
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parents; he anſwered, Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob. But ſaid Francis, Have you no other 
father? He replied, Ves; his father's name 
was Ludovicus Montezinus. I am glad of 
that, ſaid the Indian, for I was in doubt to 
believe you, while you ſeemed ignorant of 
your parents. Aaron ſwearing that he ſpoke 
the truth, the Indian aſked him, If he were 
not the ſon of Ifrael? And he affirmed he 
was, deſiring Francis more fully to explain 
himſelf. After which, having refreſhed 
themſelves, the Indian thus begun: 


If you have a mind to follow me your 
leader, you ſhall know whatever you deſire, 
only I muſt tell you, that whatſoever the 
journey is, you muſt go on foot, and eat no- 
thing but parched maiz, (Indian corn) and 
omit nothing that I require of you; to all 
which Aaron conſented. Next day being 
Monday, Francis bid him throw away what 
he had in his knapſack, and put on a pair of 
ſnoes made of packthread, and follow him 
wita his ſtaff. Whereupon Aaron leaving 
his cloak, ſword, and other things about 

| | him, 


n „ ww 


171 
him, they began their journey; the Indiam 


carry ing on his back, three meaſures of 
maiz; two ropes, one full of knots, with a 
hooked fork to climb up the mountains; 
the other was for paſſing over marſhes and 
rivers, with a little axe. Being thus fitted 
aut, they travelled the whole week till the 
Sabbath day, on which they reſted ; the next 
day they went on, and on Tueſday, about 
eight in the morning, they came to a large 
river; then ſaid the Indian, Here you ſhall 
ſee your brethren, and making a ſignal with 
a red linen cloth, which he wore inſtead of a 
girdle, ſoon after they ſaw a great ſmoke on 
the other fide of the river ; and after, upon 
making ſuch another fign as he had done 
before, three men and a woman came rowing 
towards them in a canoe, or little Indian 
boat, cut out of a tree; and being come near, 
the woman went on ſhore, (the men ſtaying. 
in the boat) and talked a long while with the 
Indian, in a language which Aaron under- 


| Rood not: She then returned in the boat, 


ne told the three men what ſhe had learned 
3 * 
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of the Indian. The men kept eyeing Aaron, 
and preſently two came out of the boat; and 
the Indian bowing down to the feet of the 
two men, and of the woman, they raiſed 
him up and embraced him very courteouſly, 
talking a great while with him. After this, 
the Indian bid Aaron be of good courage, 
and not expect that they ſhould come again to 
him, 'till he had fully learned thoſe things, 
that they had been diſcourſing about. Then 
the two men ſtanding on each fide of Aaron, 
uttered in Hebrew the fourth verſe of the 
ſixth chapter of Deuteronomy : Hear, O Iſ- 
rael, the Lord our God is one God. And 
then added what follows, making a ſhort 
pauſe between every particular. 


1. Our fathers are Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob 
Iſrael. Theſe three they ſignified by hold- 


ing up three fingers, and then added Reuben, 
adding another finger. | 


2. We will beſtow ſeveral places on them 
who. will live with us. 


3. Joſeph 


91 


3. Joſeph dwells in the midſt of the ſea; 
making a ſign with two fingers put together, 
and then parting them. 


4. Speaking faſt, they ſaid, Some of us 
will go fourth to ſee, and tread under foot : 


At which word they winked and ſtamped 
with their feet. 


5. One day we ſhall all of us talk toge- 
ther, and we ſhall come forth, as iſſuing out 
of our mother the earth. 


6. A certain meſſenger ſhall go forth. 


7. Francis ſhall tell you more of theſe 
things; they making a ſign with their feet, 
that muſt not be ſpoken of at that time. 


prayed, O God do not ſtay long. 


9. Send twelve men; making a ſign that 
NAT) | they 


8. Suffer us that we prepare ourſelves; 
then turning their faces every way they 
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they would have men with beards, and who 
vere ſkilful in writing, come to them. 


The conference being ended, they returned 
vn Wedneſday and Thurſday, and repeated 
the ſame things, without adding or dimi- 
niſhing a word. At length Aaron being 
concerned that they did not anſwer what 
queſtions he aſked them, nor would ſuffer 
him to go over the river, he threw himſelf 
into their boat; but being forced out again, 
he fell into the water, and was in danger of 
being drowned, for he could not ſwim ; but 
being got out, they ſeemed angry with him 
for his raſh attempt, and for being too in- 
quiſitive to know more than they had told 
him, which they ſignified by figns and words, 
as the Indian interpreted them to Aaron. 
When the four were gone, four more came 
in the fame boat, who all with one mouth 
rehearſed the nine before- mentioned parti: 
culars likewiſe, without adding or diminiſh- 
ing a word; and in the three days which 
Fa came 
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came and returned. Theſe men were ſome- 
what ſcorched by the ſun ; ſome wore their 
hair down to their knees, others ſhorter ; 
they had comely bodies, well clothed; with 
ornaments on their feet and legs, and a linen 
cloth wound round their heads. Aaron ſaid, 
That when he deſigned to be gone on Thurſ- 
day evening, they were extremely kind, fur- 
niſhed him with all neceſſaries for his jour- 
ney back again; and intimated that they were 
provided with meat, clothes, cattle, and all 
other conveniences of life, Having taken 
their leave of theſe courteous ſtrangers, Aa- 
ron and his Indian arrived at the place where 
they had reſted the night before they came 
to the river: You remember Francis, ſaid 
Aaron, that my brethren told me, you 
ſhould diſcover ſomething to me, 1 would 
therefore intreat you to be ſo kind as to re- 
late it. The Indian replied, 1 will tell you 
the truth of what I know, as I have received 
it from my forefathers ; but if you preſs me 
too earneſtly, perhaps you will make me 
tell lies ; attend therefore, I Pray, to what 
I ſhall ſpeak. 


C Thy 
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Thy brethren are the ſons of Iſrael, and 
were brought hither by the Divine Provi- 
dence of God, who for their ſakes wrought 
many miracles, that you will fcarce believe 
the accounts of them, which I learned from 
my fathers, We Indians made war upon 
them, and uſed them at firſt more ſeverely, 
than we are now uſed by the Spaniards ; and 
by the inſtigation of our magicians, whom 
we call Mohanes, we went armed to that 
place, where you ſaw your brethren, with 
an intent to diſmay them ; but not one of 
thoſe who went thither came back again. 
Hereupon we raiſed a great army, and ſet 
upon them again, but with the ſame ſuc- 
ceſs, for none eſcaped : which happened alſo 
the third time; ſo that this part of India 
was almoſt bereft of all its inhabitants, but 
old men and women. The old men, there- 
fore, and the reſt who ſurvived, believing 


that the magicians uſed falſe dealings, con- 
ſulted among themſelves, and reſolved to 
deſtroy them all; and many being killed, 
thoſe who remained promiſed to , diſcover 
—— that was not known.; upon this 
2 the 


[13] 
the old men deſiſted from ſlaying them, and 
the magicians declared as follows. 


That the God of the children of Iſrael, 
whoſe deſtruction they had occaſioned, is the 
true God; that all which is engraven upon 


their ſtone tables is true; that about the 


end of the world they ſhall be lords of the 
whole earth ; that ſome ſhould come, who 
would bring them much good; and after 
they had enriched the earth with all good 
things, thoſe children of Iſrael going forth 
out of their country, ſhould ſubdue all na- 
tions under them, as their anceſtors ſubdued 
their enemies ; and that they ſhould be hap- 
Py if they could make a league with them. 


Hereupon five of the Indians whom they 
call Cazici, and who were my anceſtors, 
having underſtood the prophecy of the ma- 
gicians, which they had learned of the wiſc- 
men of the Hebrews, went thither, and after 
much entreaty obtained their defires, having 
firſt made known their mind to a woman, 
ſuch an one as you ſaw who was my inter- 

C2 preter ; 
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preter: for your brethren will have no com- 
merce with us Indians, and if any of ours 
enter into their country, they inſtantly kill 
them ; neither do any of your brethren paſs 
over into our country, Now by the help of 
this woman we made this agreement with 
them :—Firſt, that our five Cazici ſhould 
come to them without any other company at 
the end of every ſeventy months. Secondly, 
that he to whom any ſecrets thould be reveal- 
ed, ſhould be above the age of three hundred 
moons or months, that is, near thirty years 
old. Thirdly, that they would diſcover 
nothing in the preſence of any but the Ca- 
zici alone, and in a deſart. This ſecret, ſaid 
the Indian, we keep among ourſelves, hoping 
for great favours from them in requital for 
1::e good offices we have done for many of 
ti1cic people, but it is not lawful for us to 
ut them till after ſeventy months, unleſs 
me new or very ſtrange accident occurs; 
and this fell out thrice from that time: firſt, 
hen the Spaniards came into our land: 
:-.ondly, when ſome ſhips were diſcovered 
+ tne ſouthern, ſea; and laſtly, when you 

arrived, 
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arrived, whom they had long wiſhed for and 
expected. They rejoice much for theſe three 
new things; becauſe they ſaid ſeveral pro- 
phecies were fulfilled. 


Here the Indian concluded his diſcourſe. 
Aaron Levi likewiſe ſaid, that three other 
Cazici were ſent to him, but would not tell 
their names. They aſked Aaron of what 
nation he was? Who anſwered, an Hebrew 
of the tribe of Levi, and that God was his 
God. Whercupon they embraced him, and 
faid, the time will come when you ſhall ſee 
us and know us; we are all your brethren 
by God's fingular favour ; then bidding him 
farewell, they departed, ſaying, we go about 
our buſineſs. The Indian, Aaron's late com- 


panion, being left behind, he after having 


ſaluted Aaron, took his leave alfo, ſaying, 
Farewell brother: I have other things to do; 
I go to viſit thy brethren with other Hebrew 


| Cazici, who are ſecure in this country, for 
we rule all the Indians; and after we have 
finiſhed our buſineſs with the wicked Spa- 
niards, we will bring you out of your con- 

3 finement 
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finement by God's help, not doubting but he 


who cannot lie will aſſiſt us according to 
his word and promiſe. 


This Aaron Levi, faith Rabbi Manaſſeh 
Ben Iſrael, who gave the preſent relation, 
being a Jew of our order, born of honeſt 

parents at Villefleur, in Portugal, a man of 
about forty years old, honeſt and not ambi- 
tious, deſerves to be credited in what he ſays 
above many others. He went to the Indies, 
where he was put into the inquifition, as a 
ſucceſſor of a Jew in Portugal, whom Don 
Manual the King forced without law or reli- 
gion to turn chriſtian, who yet to this day 
privately practiſes our religion. Being freed 
out of the Inquiſition, he diligently inquir- 
ed into theſe things, and was not quiet, till 
he came to Amſterdam to tell us the good 
news. I myſelf was well acquainted with 
him for fix months that he dwelt here, and 
I ſometimes made him take an oath in the 
preſence of honeſt men, that what he told 
me was true; and two years after he took 
the fame oath on his death-bed. The ſame 
author 
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author adds ſeveral other relations to prove 
the probability of the Jews being the firſt 
inhabitants of America, being driven thither 
by the force of their enemies. 


OTHER RELATIONS. 


La Vega, a famous Spaniſh author, writes, 
that in Collai, an eminent province in the 
Weſt Indies, near a lake, called by the Spa- 
niards, Chuta; among other antiquities and 
great buildings there, a ſtately fabric is to 
be ſeen, which hath a court fifteen fathoms 
broad, a wall that compaſſeth it two furlongs 
high; on one fide is a chamber forty-five 
feet long, and twenty-two broad ; and that 
the court, the wall, the pavement, the cham- 
ber, are made only of one fort of ſtone; the 
four ſides of the wall are an ell thick. The 
Indians ſay this houſe is dedicated to the 
Maker of the World, and is judged to have 
been a ſynagogue built by the Iſraelites, fince 
the Indians never knew the uſe of iron, 


wot T (of wherewith 
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wherewith this building was joined toge- 
ther . Other Indians, being aſked about it, 
declare, That their fathers told them, it was 
erected by a people who were white and 
bearded like the Spaniards, that came thither 
a long while before the Indians, inhabitants 
there, and continued ſome time after, till 
they were driven further north, into this 
large new world. 


The Indians retain many Hebrew cuſtoms, 
which it is thought they learned from the 
Iſraelites ; for in many places they circum- 
ciſe themſelves ; they rend their garments 
upon ſome ſudden misfortune, or at the 
death. of any relation ; they keep fire conti- 
nually burning upon their altars in their 
temples dedicated to the ſun; and forbid 
women to enter into them, till they are pu- 
riſied. Every fiftieth- year they celebrate a 
jubilee at Mexico, the metropolis of Mexico 
and Peru, with great pomp ; every ſeventh 
or ſabbath day, all perſons were obliged in 

| the 
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the temple to perform their facrifices and 
ceremonies ; they were divorced from their 
wives in caſe of incontinency ; they married 
the widows of their dead brethren; they had 
alſo ſome knowledge of the creation of the 
world, and of the univerſal flood ; all theſe 
inſtances ſeem to demonſtrate that theſe gen- 
tiles learned theſe things from their an- 


ceſtors, and they from the Jews, that lived 
in thoſe places. 


Furthermore, the Indians are of a brown 
colour, and without beards ; but in the new 
world, white and bearded men were found, 
who had never commerce with the Spaniards. 
And the Emperor Charles the Fifth, ſend- 
ing Philippus Utre to diſcover and plant 
the northern region of America; and he, 
having learned of their neighbours the great- 
neſs of the people who were the preſent in- 
habitants both in wit and war, determined 
to make a conqueſt of them. When he had 
marched many hundred miles, at laſt he 
came towards a rich city, full of people and 

D fair 
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fair buildings, and not far off ſaw two huſ- 
bandmen tilling the ground, whom his ſol- 
diers deſigned to have made priſoners, to 
have been guides to them. The men per- 
ceiving themſelves beſet, fled apace towards 
the city : Philip Utre and his horſemen pur- 
ſued them hard, and had almoſt taken them, 
Whereupon the huſbandmen ſtood till, and 
with their ſpears wounded Philip in the 
breaſt, piercing through his breaſt-plate, 
made of wool to keep off arrows. He won- 


dering at the dexterity of the people, judged 


it his wiſeſt courſe not to proceed any fur- 
ther in that province, againſt a nation ſo ex- 
pert in war, and who only with a ſpear durſt 
refiſt armed men ; and thereupon retired the 
ſame day he came. And to this day none go 
to that people, neither is it known which 
way to come thither. A Spaniſh poet de- 
ſcribing this territory, ſays : 


Some countries there ſo populous are ſcen, 


As one continued city which have been; 


Never as yet diſcovered, but unknown, 
To other nations have laid hid alone; 
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Not found by foreign ſword, nor foreign 
trade 
Do either ſeek or ſuffer to be made; 
But unacquainted live, 'till God ſhall pleaſe 
To manifeſt his ſecrets, ſhew us theſe. 


Again, Pizarro, a Spaniſh captain, having 
revolted from his nation, went to ſearch out 
a new.country of Indians, who lived north 
eaſtward, whoſe numbers could never be 
known, becauſe it is reported to extend 
above two thouſand miles in length. 


Peter Oſaa, another captain, went with 
ſome ſoldiers up a great river in canoes, and 
at length came to a large plain, where many 
houſes were built on the water fide; by the 
Indians; they ſtill went on forty- eight hours 
together, and ſaw a great number of lofty 
white houſes, which they feared to go unto, 
becauſe the inhabitants were numerous, and 
a noiſe of hammers like goldſmiths was 
heard. An Indian, who could ſpeak a little 
Spaniſh, ſaid the people were tall of ſtature, 
comely in preſence, with as great beards, 
and as valiant and as warlike as the Spaniards. 

D 2 Eight 
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Eight other Spaniards, after nine months 
travelling north-weſtward in America, came 
to a mountain, to the top of which they ar- 
rived with difficulty; from whence they 
diſcovered a plain, almoſt encompaſſed with 
a pleaſant river; on the banks whereof dwelt 


a people, who were white and bearded. 


And in the reign of the late King Philip 
the Third of Spain, five ſhips were ſent from 
Panama, to diſcover ſome unknown lands in 
America, the captain was ſcarce entered into 
the South Sea, but he found land, which he 
called the iſlands of Solomon and Jeruſalem, 
In his courſe of failing he kept cloſe to the 
{lore cf theſe ifles, and ſaw people who were 
of a brown complexion, and took many ; 
others dwelt in greater and more fruitful 
il nds, theſe were white men, and wore long 
g.:ments of filk. The pilot bringing one of 
the ſhips too near the ſhore was ſplit upon a 
rock, when the iſlanders ran ſpeedily to ſee 
the fight, and what they could get. The 
coptain leaving this iſland, went further on 
rv diſcover the main land, and having failed 

about 
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about an hundred leagues in ſight of the 
ſhore, he perceived by the ſmoke, that the 
country was inhabited : whereupon entering 
one of their ports, many white men, with 
yellow hair, came to the ſhip's fide; they 
were tall like giants, richly clothed, and had 
long beards. But another of his veſſels being 
wrecked in the haven's mouth, he was forced 


to put again to ſea; on which the nations 
ſent two chalofti, or principal men, who 


were brown like thoſe of the firſt iſlands, 
with ſheep, fruits, and other proviſions, 


which they freely beſtowed upon them, but 


withal ſtrictly charged them to depart from 
their coaſts at their peril. The captain 
brought theſe two chieftains into Spain, yet 


could learn nothing of them but by ſigns; 


when they were queſtioned, they would ſhew 
their beards, as if the people that ſent them, 
were ſuch kind of men. And they were 
aſked about their religion, they held up their 
fingers to heaven, implying that they wor- 
ſhipped the God above. In a little while 
they died in Spain, and ſo did the captain, 
who 2 by the king's command, to 


have 
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have made a ſecond voyage with a great army 
for ſubduing this potent people. 


Laſtly, a Dutch mariner lately ſailed near 
theſe countries in a pleaſant river, where he 
found ſome Indians who underſtood Spaniſh, 
of whom he bought proviſions and dye wood ; 
by whoſe directions he failed two months up 
a large river, where he met with white men, 
bearded, well clothed, and abounding with 
gold and filver, and many precious ſtones, 
having no commerce with the Spaniards. 
By this account they were thought to be 
Iſraelites ; and ſome Jews deſigned to have 
ſent him again to the ſame place, to inquire 
more fully into the matter; but his death, 
which happened ſoon after, prevented all 
further diſcoveries at that time. 


Rabbi Manaſſeh gives ſome other relations 
of antient Jews found in China, and 2 
which I did not tranſcribe, 


SOME 
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SOME 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 


ABOVE RELATIONS. 


TurkE may be ſome Iſraelites mixed 
amongſt the Jews, and others of them diſ- 
perſed over various nations conformable to 
what is faid of them in the ſacred prophe- 
cies ; but ſtill the principal body of them I 
take to be thoſe who are in America, and to 
theſe I ſhall confine what I have to fay of 
them. Aaron Levi's account ſeems to be 
very credible, conſiſtent and agreeable to all 
the informations we have of them in facred 
and profane hiſtory, and the other relations 
add confirmation to it, From hence it ap- 
pears, that the Iſraclites are a diſtin people 
from 
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from the original Americans, as they are 
called by them an unknown or ſtrange peo- 
ple, and on this account very probably.they 
met with ſo many perſecutions from them. 
No objection can be made to this from La 
Vega's account, that this people had dwelt 
and built a temple in the province of Collai, 
long before the Americans came there; for 
this only means that they had ſeized on this 
particular ſpot before them ; but afterwards 
the Americans came and ſeated themſelves 
there, and in proceſs of time drove the Iſ- 
raclites from thence. As was the caſe at 
Mexico, for the Mexicans, as Mr. Williams 
has plauſibly laid it down in his Primitive 
Hiſtory, came from Brazil; and when they 
were got to Mexico, as we may learn from 
the Indian's account, they began to moleſt 
and perſecute the Ifraclites, till they at laſt 
_ expelled them. That the Indians were very 
carly in theſe parts we may infer from the 
Phœnician, Canaanitiſh, and Cuſhite rites 


found amongſt them, which argue their be- 


ing derived from that race; and theſe came 
into Ameriea, whilſt the great Atlantic Con- 
15 | tinent 
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tinent or iſland was exiſting, but when this 
was afterwards ſwallowed up by an earth= 
quake, as the Egyptians confidently affirmed, 
the communication with America this way 
was broke off, till it was revived again by 
the Europeans. They might, therefore, in- 
troduce fome Jewiſh cuſtoms, as there was 
a great conformity betwixt all the ancient 
religions, as the worſe were a corruption of 
the true primeval. But what chiefly pre- 
vailed amongſt the people of the eaſtern and 
middle parts of America, were, thoſe which 
were practiſed by the Phcenicians, &c. and 
which were abſolutely forbid by the Moſaic 
law, ſuch as worſhipping the fun and moon, 
and human facrifices. 


Another reaſon for theſe Americans perſe- 
cuting the Iſraelites, might be out of envy 
at their ſuperiority. For they could not 
but obſerve, that upon many occaſions they 
were peculiarly favoured by Providence, and 
when adhering to the worſhip of the One 
True God, and the laws of their religion, 
much holier and better than they; beſides 
E which, 
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which, they had other ſuperiorities over 
them, by coming into America after the in- 
troduction of alphabetical letters, and when 
arts and ſciences had made a greater progreſs. 
Their prieſts the magicians ſeem alſo to have 
inſtigated them to theſe perſecutions, becauſe 
the Iſraelites reprimanded them for their falſe 
and idolatrous worſhip. 


The next thing I ſhall obſerve is, that 
ſeveral of the Iſraelites had ſettled them- 
ſelves in various places in the ſouthern or 
middle parts of America, but by theſe per- 
ſecutions of the Indians, were at length en- 
tirely expelled from them ; and this hap- 
pened ſome time, and perhaps not long, be- 
fore the arrival of the Spaniards. We may 
alſo take notice they were driven away more 
and more northerly, and the place of their 
retreat muſt be ſome where in the north 
weſt, as Pizzarro, who went in ſearch of 
their abode by ſea, failing up the Southern, 
or Pacific Ocean, fays, it lays north caſt, 
but thoſe that travelled to it by land, fay it 
lays north weſt. The place were Aaron 

Levi 
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Levi ſaw them, conſidering the time it took 
him in travelling to it from Hondura, is 
moſt probably in the vicinity of ſome part 
of California, or Albion at furtheſt, and this, 
according to all accounts, is allowed to be an 
agreeable ſituation. 


Very lately I met with the following paſ- 
ſage in the Univerſal Modern Hiſtory * ; 
« The Continent weſt and north weſt from 
% Charleton Ifland in Hudſon's Bay, is 
inhabited by Indians, that were better 
„ clothed, and more civilized, than any 
« others in North America, at their firſt 
« diſcovery. One of theſe nations, called 
« Moſemlecks, deſerves particular notice, 
« as they lie upon the remote parts of Hud- 
« ſon's Bay. They are, in conſequence of 
* their being civilized, rational and con- 
« yerſable; and they have always perſever- 
« ed in their aſſertion, that to the north 


weſt of them are a people who live in 
% towns, and who trade with one another 
«© upon a large lake in veſſels, each of them 

E 2 « twenty 
* Vol. xxxri, p. 170, ed. 1783. 
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e twenty times as big as their canoes.” The 
people here deſcribed are different from the 
Indians, far ſuperior, and quite civilized, 
And what could ſo likely make theſe Indians 
more civilized than the reſt, as having a 
communication with people civilized by the 
true religion, that moſt ineſtimable bleſſing ? 
May not Moſemlecks allude to their hav- 
ing learnt ſomething of the law of Moſes ? 
Charleton Ifland lies on the ſouth fide of 
Hudſon's Bay, 53 degrees north latitude ; 
but as the writer ſays, the Moſemlecks lie 
upon the remote part of Hudſon's Bay, they 
may dwell at the far corner on this ſide. 
Theſe civilized people, therefore, who I 
make no doubt are Iſraelites, muſt be ſettled 
betwixt 53 and 60 degrees north latitude, 
and may extend further, I imagine them 
to be a different body of them from thoſe 
ſcen by Aaron Levi; and that all of them 
are extended here and there over a large tract 
on the north weſt fide of America; and as 
thoſe may be the moſt ſouthern, theſe may 
be the moſt northern, Here, as we ſhall ſee 
afterwards, they are moſt conveniently ſitu- 
' ated 


(31] 
ated for their return ; the calling back thoſe 
this way who had ſpread into other parts 
might be conſidered as an intimation of the 


time approaching, and may be ſaid to be the 
commencement of it, 


Beſides thoſe Iſraelites that are fixed in the 
Continent of America, there are very pro- 
bably ſome in poſſeſſion of the adjacent 
iſlands, ſeeing they told Aaron Levi that 
Joſeph dwelt in the midſt of the ſea, and 
the eight Spaniards found ſome iſlands in- 
habited by a different peaple from the reſt, 
and much reſembling theſe. 


Having exhibited theſe proofs of the Iſ- 
raclites being in America, I ſhall now con- 
ſider ſome of the reaſons we have to ſuppoſe 
it ſhould be ſo. Seeing then we have as 
many or more prophecies for the return of 
Iſrael as for the reſtoration of Judah, we may 
well imagine they ſhould be kept ſome- 
where a ſeparate and diſtin& people; and 
ſeeing the Jews are diſperſed over all Aſia, 
Africa, Europe, and the provinces of Ame- 
rica 


— 
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rica occupied by the Europeans, where is fo 
likely a place for this purpoſe, as that part 
of America, where we have, in a manner, 
ſeen them? This alſo very well agrees with 
a fine prophecy of the converſion of all na- 
tions to chriſtianity, and the returns of Iſrael 
and Judah. The Lord will ſet up an en- 
ſign to the nations, and gather the diſperſed 
of Judah from the four corners of the earth, 
and will aſſemble the outcaſts of Iſrael * *; 
the proper meaning of which expreſſion is, 
the Iſraelites that were driven into a remote 
country, and ſeparated from them. What 
has made theſe prophecies much overlooked 
is, becauſe many have perſuzded themſelves, 
that under the name of Iſrael both Iſrael and 
Judah is comprehended ; and the reaſon they 
give for it is, becauſe whilſt the two king- 
doms continued, many of the kingdom of 
Iſrael went over to the kingdom of Judah, 
but though ſome went over to attend the 
worſhip of the temple at Jeruſalem, yet of 
theſe, few incorporated with them : and at 
the return from the Babyloniſh captivity, it 


18 


9 Ifaiah xi. 12. 
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is ſuppoſed, many of the tribes of Iſrael re- 
turned with the Jews, but theſe bore no 
proportion with the main body. And ſup- 
poling many of them had incorporated with 
the Jews yet ſtill the prophecies ſpeak of 
both together, in ſuch a diſtin& manner, as 
ſhews in the main they will both continue a 
{ſeparate body of people till that period: 
When the Lord ſhall ſet his hand again the 
ſecond time to recover the remnant of his 
people ; when he ſhall afſemble the outcaſts 
of Iſrael, and gather together the diſperſed 
of Judah from the four corners of the earth; 
and the envy of Ephraim ſhall depart, and 
the adverſaries of Judah ſhall be cut off; 
Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, and Judah 
ſhall not vex Ephraim, Ifaiah xi. 11—13. 
In thoſe days the houſe of Judah ſhall walk 
friendly with the houſe Iſrael, and they ſhall 
come together out of the land of the north, 
to the land that I have given for an inherit- 


ance unto their fathers, Jeremiah iii. 18. 1 


will take the ſtick of Joſeph, faith the Lord, 
which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the 
tribes of Iſrael his fellows, and will put them 

| to 
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to him, with the ſtick of Judah, and make 
them one ſtick in my hand. Behold, I will 
take the children of Iſrael from among the 
heathen whither they be gone, and will ga- 
ther them on every fide, and bring them 
into their own land, and will make them one 
nation in the land upon the mountains of 
Iracl, and one king ſhall be king to them 
all ; and they ſhall be no more two nations, 
neither ſhall they be divided into two king- 
doms any more. Ezekiel xxxvii. 19. 21. 22. 


Beſides, after God had ſent the ten tribes 
of Iſrael into captivity, it is not to be 
thought he ſhould have laid afide all further 
concern about them ; for as he himſelf ar- 
gues, I am a father to Iſrael, and Ephraim 
is my firſt-born, Jeremiah xxxi. 9. And 
that he did not wholly lay afide all care of 
them after he had ſent them into this capti- 
vity, is very evident ; ſeeing Ezekiel, whom 
we may, in ſome meaſure, conſider as their 
prophet, was oft ſent or carried to them by 
the ſpirit. of the Lord, to lay their tranſ- 
greſſions before them, and denounce his 

| judgments 
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judgements againſt them. See chapters iii. 
vi. vii. viii. Upon occaſions they ſent meſ- 
ſengers to him to enquire of the Lord con- 
eerning ſomething in regard to their beha- 
viour where they were, and it is thought by 
ſome, whether they might not conform to 
the worſhip of thoſe countries, as God ſcems 
to reſent it, and refuſes to be enquired of by 
them. See chapters xiv. xx. 32. And by 
this intercommunication, which was for 
ſome time kept up betwixt them and their 
| brethren of Judah, they might become ac- 
quainted with all thoſe things which were 
ſpoken of them by the prophets after they 
were gone into captivity, as they had been 
acquainted with thoſe which were ſpoken 
of them before, which were very many; for 
beſides what are interſperſed in others, the 
prophecy of Hoſea is almoſt entirely ad- 
dreſſed to them. 


I ſhall now endeayour to give a ſhort hiſ- 
tory of the ten tribes of Iſrael, from their 


going into captivity, to their return from it. 


2 The 
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The ten tribes of Iſrael were carried away 
captive by Tiglath-Pilafar and Salmanaſar 
Kings of Aſſyria, to the cities of Media be- 
yond the Euphrates “, viz. thoſe he had 
lately taken from them. For it was the po- 
licy of thoſe times, when they had taken any 
cities to remove the inhabitants to other 
parts of their dominions, and replace them 
with thoſe they conquered in other coun- 
tries. But theſe cities were ſoon after re- 
taken; for, about thirty-eight years after, 
the kingdom of Aſſyria was ſubdued by the 
Medes, and conſequently the Iſraelites be- 
came ſubje& to them. During this period, 
it is related in a fragment of Ctefias, col- 
lected by Diodorus Siculus, lib. ii. That 
Parſodes excited the Cadufians with others 
to ſtruggle with the Medes to ſhake off their 
yoke ; and that they being very numerous, 
gained an advantage in this conteſt. After 
which, as he ſtritly charged at his death, 
they kept carrying 'on hoſtilities with them, 
till Cyrus gained the empire. By the Cadu- 
4 — ſians, 
II. Kings xvii, 6. xviit. 10, &c. I. Chron. v. 
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ſians, none of the captive nations are ſo likely 
to be underſtood, as the Iſraelites. The word 
Caduſii or Caduſians, is of Hebrew extrac- 
tion, and ſignifies ſaints or holy perſons; and 
they might give themſelves. this denomina- 
tion, from being worſhippers of the true and 
holy God, and profeſſing their having re- 
ceived from him a moſt holy religion. And 
this very word or title is given to the He- 
brews in the prophecy of Daniel, xii. 7. vii. 
25. for though the latter may be reſtrained 
to the Jews, the former may be extended to 
the Iſraelites; and beſides it was ſtrongly in- 
culcated upon them in their writings, that 
when God took them to himſelf, they were 
to be unto him a peculiar and holy people. 
In the next place, Herodotus mentions the 
Cadufians amongſt the ſeveral nations or 
people, whom Cyrus brought with him to 
the fiege of Babylon. 


After the return of the Jews from their 
Babyloniſh captivity, when Xerxes wrote a 
letter in their favour, and gave full leave for 
all the Iſraelites of whatever denomination 

F2 to 
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to return to Jeruſalem ; Joſephus tells us, 
they ſent a copy of it to all the Jews in Me- 
dia. And the Jews in general expreſſed 
great ſatisfaction at it, and haſtened in great 
numbers with their effects to return to je- 
ruſalem; but the Iſraelites, who had been 
long accuſtomed to the place, and ſettled in 
their habitations, choſe rather to continue 
| Where they were. And theſe ten tribes, he 
adds, which are all placed beyond the Eu- 
phrates, are ſo prodigiouſly increaſed in num- 
bers as to be almoſt beyond computation *. 


After this, we are told by Eſdras +, who, 
as to his hiſtorical parts, being plainly a 

compiler, may have taken it from a memo- 
rial then extant, or what was then currently 
reported amongſt the Jews of his time ;— 
they took counſel among themſelves, that 
they would leave the multitude of the hea- 
then, and go forth into a further country 
where never mankind dwelt, that they might 
keep their ſtatutes, which they never ke 


pt 
in 
* Joſephus Antiq. b. ix. c. iv, 

＋ il c. vii. 40, &c. 
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in their own land. And they entered into 
the Euphrates by the narrow paſſages of that 
river. For the Moſt High then ſhewed 
ſigns for them, and held till the flood, till 
they were paſſed over. For through that 
country there was a great.way to go, namely 
of a year and an half, and the ſame region is 
called Arſareth, or according to ſome copies, 
Ararath. It is moſt probable the Iſraelites 
did not undertake the withdrawing them- 
ſelves into this far country, without a Di- 
vine admonition, or having ſome prophet 
raiſed up to excite them to it; as Eſdras 
mentions the Moſt High gave great counte- 
nance to it, by ſhewing mighty ſigns, and 
drying up the Euphrates for their paſſage 
over on their firſt enterpriſing it; nor could 
they have had any intelligence of the country 
whither they were going, as no one had been 
there before. After this, we may ſuppoſe 
they were divinely directed in all their ſtages 
on the journey, which lay moſt likely thro' 
a wilderneſs, or the moſt unfrequented parts 
of the country, and were ſupported and de- 
fended by a ſimilar courſe of miracles to 


what 


14 
what they had formerly experienced in their 
paſſage from Egypt to Canaan. And that 
they were to be brought from the land of 
their captivity into a wilderneſs, where God 
would plead with them face to face, or chaſ- 
tiſe them privately, and ſo purge out the 
great rebels from amongſt them, as he had 
done with their forefathers, when he led them 
out of Egypt, is expreſsly foretold by the 
prophet Ezekiel, xx. 34—8 5. and it is fur- 
ther added, that though God would bring 
them into a wilderneſs: for this purpoſe, it 
ſhould not be as when they came out of 
Egypt to enter or be led by him into their 
own land: however, that this he would do 
| hereafter, and that then they ſhould ſerve 

him faithfully and acceptably, is intimated 
1— — 39, 40. | 


And the next n 
profane hiſtory is, that Artaxerxes Mnemon, 
as it is related by Plutarch, made an expedi- 
tion againſt the Caduſians with three hun- 
dred W foot men and ten thouſand 

horſe, 
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horſe, moſt probably like Pharoah, with a 
view of recovering and reducing them to 
that ſtate of ſubjection they had been in be- 
fore to the Perſians. That they were then 
got into a wilderneſs may be inferred from 
the diſtreſſes which befell Artaxerxes, which 
are attributed to the roughneſs of the coun- 
try, and. alſo the great miſtineſs, in which 
there might be ſomething miraculous, an- 
ſwering to the darkneſs which was inter- 
poſed betwixt the Egyptians and Iſraelites, 
to prevent their overtaking them; and fur- 
ther, that it was uncultivated, and had little 
more than pears and apples, and ſuch wild 
fruit to ſuſtain this ſtrong and warlike peo- 
ple; but which Artaxerxes was not able to 
ſubſiſt on with his army, and therefore was 
obliged to procure proviſions at a great ex- 
pence, and at laſt to kill many of his beaſts 
of burthen for their ſupport. Meeting with 
theſe and other ſuch calamities, which might 
convince: them that. the Iſraelites were de- 
fended, by a ſuperior power, the only thing 
they thaught they could da for their ſafety 
was, what the Americans did when they met 

with 
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with thoſe great overthrows on attacking 
them in their retreat, to enter into a treaty 
with them; and this they effected in the fol- 
lowing manner. Tiribazus finding they 
were under two kings, and encamped ſepa- 
rately, went to one himſelf, and ſent his ſon 
to the other, each aſſuring the king he went 
to, that the other had deputed an ambaſſador 
to Artaxerxes, to make an alliance with him, 
and ſo adviſing him to do ſo likewiſe; and 
by this means they brought ambaſſadors 
from both together for this purpoſe. After 
which we hear no more of them; and how 
can it be imagined, that ſuch a numerous 
people as the Iſraelites are deſcribed in all 
theſe paſſages, ſhould of a ſudden diſappear, 
and never fince be diſcovered in any of theſe 
parts, except by their withdrawing - them- 
ſelves to ſome remote country ? 


That this country was America is very 
probable, ſeeing it anſwers all the intima- 
tions given in the facred writings of the 
place they were to go to. For ſuppoſing the 
Iſraelites to have croſſed over into America 
at 
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at the ſtraits which have been lately diſco- 
vered, it might well take them up a year 
and an half to get thither. As for the re- 
gion called Arſareth or Ararath, this I ima- 
gine to have been the name of the country 
through which they were to pals to it; 
Ararat plainly points to the mountains of 
Armenia, and perhaps what was expreſſed 
in. the original might be, they were to go 
into a country. which lay beyond thoſe 
mountains. And this meets with ſome con- 
firmation from what is ſaid in the prophet 
Amos, iv. 3. And ye ſhall break forth and 
go out {orderly] one before the other, and ye 
ſhall be caſt eArmune on the mountains of 
Mini, Mynias, or as they are now generally 
called Armenia. As the river Euphrates 
was ſtopt and held up for their paſſage 
over on their entrance upon this journey ; ſo 
very likely was the ſea in this part for their 
paſſage over into America: and this part of 
America where they entered was, in all pro- 

G bability, 


Some verſions read beyond the mountains of Armenia. See 
Poli Syop. 
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bability, then a deſert, and where no man 
had ever dwelt before. However, in proceſs 
of time, as we may learn from the above ac- 
counts, they removed into the more populous 
parts, and in this reſpe& they might anſwer 
the ſame divine purpoſe, which they and the 
people of Judah had oft done in the old 
world, viz. by being ſent to the moſt po- 
werful nations to be as it were a beacon on 

a hill, to check their idolatries, and other 
corruptions of religion, and to revive or af- 
ford them freſh communications of the great 
and important doctrines of the revealed. 
Whence we may perceive that this part of 
the earth, no more than the others, was de- 
prived of its ſhare of revelation, When 
thoſe people were coming into America, 
who were in poſſeſſion of the Goſpel, then 
was the time for the Iſraelites to be with- 
drawn: and when they are called out again 
it may be to anſwer ſome other great and 
glorious purpoſe; and what can this more 
probably be, than to join with the Jews in 
-holding forth the evidence of the law, which 
| may 
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may have received ſome additional force 
from their having kept it ſeparately, and 
converting all nations to the chriſtian faith? 
All this agrees very well with what is ſaid 
of Ephraim in the prophet Zechariah, x. 9. 

I will ſow them among the people, and they 
ſhall remember me in a far country, and they 
ſhall live there with their children, and turn 
or rather return again. 


When this event comes to paſs, it will be 
very illuſtrious and conſpicuous, it ſhall be 
made evident to the chief of nations ®, and 
ſhall be a deliverance far ſuperior to that 
from their Egyptian bondage; whence it 
ſhall no more be ſaid, the Lord liveth who 
brought up the children of Iſrael out of the 
land of Egypt, but the Lord liveth who 
brought up, and who led the ſeed of the 
houſe of Iſrael out of the north country and 
from all countries, whither I had driven 
them, and they ſhall dwell in their own 
land +. 


G 2 And 


Jer. xxxi. 9, + xxili. 7, 8. 
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And what may be conſidered as a further 
proof that the ten tribes of Iſrael are in 
America, and will return from thence thro' 
the ſtraits by which I ſuppoſe they paſſed 
into it is, that in all theſe places mentioning 
their return, a particular ſtreſs is laid on 
calling them out of the north country : and 
that they ſhall return the ſame way they 
went, is plainly intimated in theſe words, 
wherein they are called upon to mark all the 
ſtages they went through, as they were to 
return by them ;—Set up way-marks, make 
thee high heaps, ſet thine heart towards the 
high way, even the way thou wenteſt; turn 
again, O virgin of Iſrael, turn again to theſe 
thy cities *. 


As I ſuppoſed before, the water of the 
ocean were dried up for the entrance of the 
Iſraelites into America; ſo confidering they 
will be brought back by a ſpecial: Provi- 
dence, it might be preſumed, they will be 
dried up again on their return: but I will go 
further, it is declared fo in the prophecies, 

for 


* Jer. XXII. 21. 
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for where it is ſaid *, I will fave the houſe 
of Joſeph, and I will bring them again to 
place them, and they ſhall be as though I 
had not caſt them off, and they of Ephraim 
ſhall be like a mighty man, and their heart 
ſhall rejoice as through wine, I will hiſs to 
them and gather them; after which it is 
added ꝶ, and he ſhall paſs through the ſea 
with affliction, (or ſtraitneſs, which is more 
near to the original,) and ſhall ſmite the 
waves in the ſea, and all the deeps of the 
river ſhall dry up: there is nothing in the 
Hebrew which anſwers to the prepoſition 
with, and it ſeemed to me very incongruous 
in a place ſpeaking of the glorious deliverance 
of Iſrael, and the overthrow of all his ene- 
mies, it ſhould be ſaid, that he ſhould paſs the 
ſea with affliction; what, therefore, I plainly 
perceive to be the proper tranſlation of theſe 
words, and which I find upon examination 
has been adopted by others, and is very ap- 
plicable to our purpoſe is, he ſhall paſs 
through the ſtrait ſea, and ſmite the waters 

in it, and the deeps of the river ſhall dry up. 
| Another 
* Zech. x. 6, 7. + v. 11. 
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Another thing obſervable here is, the 
naming Joſeph and Ephraim fo diſtinctly 
and particularly, gives great countenance to 
the accounts inſerted above of the Iſraelites 
being divided into two kingdoms; and that 
one is called the kingdom or people of Jo- 
ſeph, and the other the kingdom or people 
of Ephraim: and as the Iſraelites in Ame- 
rica told Aaron Levi that Joſeph dwelt in 
the midſt of the ſea, ſo there ſeems a proba- 
bility that the kingdom or people of Ephraim 
is in the continent of America, and the king- 
dom or people of Joſeph in ſome adjacent 
iſlands. Now ſuppoſing the tribe of Ma- 
naſſes, as the firſt- born, have taken the name 
of Joſeph, there may be an alluſion to this 
in Jacob's prophetical bleſſing of his two 
ſons, Gen. xlviii . And as Ephraim and 
his aſſociates are ſeated in the continent of 
America, we may ſuppoſe them to be a much 
more powerful people than Joſeph and his, 

and to be a multitude of nations or princi- 
— wag Joſeph may be alſo a great 
people: 


® See alſo Iſaiah ix, 21, 
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people: and when was ſuch a diſtinction 
obſervable betwixt them before their capti- 
vity ? | 


The return of the ten tribes of Iſrael will 
be nearly about the ſame time with the re- 
turn of the Jews, as it is ſaid they ſhall both 
come out of the land of the north together *. 
And this receives ſome further confirma- 
tion from what is ſaid in Hoſea xi. 10, 11. 
according to Dr. Waterland's tranſlation, 
which ſeems much the beſt of any—They, 
the Iſraelites, ſhall walk after the Lord, who 
ſhall roar like a Lion; when he ſhall roar, 
then the children ſhall come fluttering from 
the weſt, fo in our tranſlation. —A Lion was 
the ſtandard of the tribe of Judah, and to a 
Lion Judah is compared; the roaring of the 
Lord like a Lion may therefore, fignify a 
report ſhall come to them from the Lord, 
that Judah has got again into his own coun- 
try, and at this they ſhall come haſtening to 
them. They ſhall come fluttering as a bird 
out of Egypt, by which it has been thought 


*. Jerer. iii, 18, 
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is meant the Crane, and as a Dove out of 
the land of Aſſyria; and Iwill place them 
in their houſes, faith the Lord God. The 
figurative language here uſed is very beauti- 
ful and expreſſive, as Cranes and Doves are 
well known, after a long migration, to re- 
turn conſtantly to their old habitations. 


This event will very probably happen 
about the time of the battle of Gog and 
Magog, as then the Jews will moſt of them 
have got into their own country, and tidings 
out of the eaſt and out of the north are to 
trouble their invader *; and what can ſo 
likely do this, as of the Iſraelites coming 
from theſe parts? They that come over 
from America through the ſtrait ſea will 
pour down from the north into Judea; and 
they that are in the iſlands will more likely 
arrive upon the eaſtern ſhores, and proceed 
from thence. Or ſhould they both enter 
into Afia at the ſame place, they may juſtify 
the expreſſions of coming from the eaſt and 
from the north. But be this as it will, we 
. have 


Dan. zi. 4. 
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have as ſtrong intimations of their coming 
from the ſea coaſts, and I may ſay, conſe- 
quently from the eaſt as from the north; 
as in Jeremiah ®, I will bring them from 
the north country, and gather them fron 
the coaſts or ſides of the earth; and the ſ.me 
is implied in what is rendered from the weſt 
in the prophecy of Hoſea, for the Hebrew 
word literally fignines from the ſea; but 
it is very properly rendered weſt in many 
places, becauſe the Mediterranean, the great 
ſea to Judea, lays on its welt fide. 


It is likewiſe obſervable, the joining to- 
_ gether the two ſticks of Joſeph or Ephraim 
and Judah, is mentioned in Ezckicl xxxvii. 
after the viſion of the reſurtection of the dry 
bones, which though miny think was in- 
tended to aſſure the Jews they ſhould ſoon 
be delivered from their Babyloniſh captivity, 
which they began to deſpair of, and reſtored 
to their own land; yet, on a careful con- 

ſideration, it appears to me to have been 
made for the conſolation of the ten tribes of 

45 1 Iſrael. 


® xxx1i, 8. 
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Iſrael. Judah is not once mentioned in this 
chapter, and the preceding is wholly em- 
ployed about Iſrael; beſides, it is here ex- 
prefsly faid, the dry bones were the whole 
houſe of Iſrael; and Ezekiel was ordered to 
declare it to them, becauſe they complained 
our bones are dried ap, and our hope is loſt, 
we are*cut off for our parts : the ground of 
which ſeems to be, they knew a promiſe was 
made to Judah of a return at no great diſ- 
tance from its Babyloniſh captivity, but no 
ſuch had been made to them. And ſeeing 
again how long they have been concealed 
from this part of the world, in which they 
formerly hved ; how applicable to them will 
be the conclufion at its accompliſhment ? 
Thus faith: the Lord God, Behold, O my 
people, I will open your graves, and cauſe 
vou to come up out of your graves, and 
bring you into the land of Iſrael. 


After their return to their own land, they 
and the Jews will become once more 2 war- 
like and conquering people. For as it is 
— in Zechariah ix. 13. _— -» 
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theſe times, when I have bent Judah for me, 
filled the bow with Ephraim, and raiſed up 
thy ſons, O Sion, againſt thy ſons, O Greece 
(the original word Ion, ſignifies all thoſe 
countries the Grecians formerly poſſeſſed in 
Aſia) and made thee as the ſword of a mighty 
man, the Lord ſhall be ſeen over them, and 
his armies ſhall go forth as lightning, and 
the Lord ſhall blow with trumpets, and ſhall 
go with whirlwinds of the ſouth, and the 
Lord of Hoſts ſhall defend them, and they 
ſhall devour and fubdue with fling ſtones. 
And this I take to be the meaning of that 
expreſſion in Joel ii. 31. The moon ſhall be 
turned into blood before the great and terri- 
ble day of the Lord come ; for as the ſun is 
a ſmybol of the goſpel and its profeſſors, fo 
is the moon of the law and its profeſſors ; 
and as by the great and terrible day of the 
Lord, I have ſhewn in my View of the great 
Events, is meant, the time when all the ad- 
verſaries of chriſtianity will be finally over- 
thrown by the ſignal judgments of God, and 
all ſuch as oppoſe the embracing it at the 
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time of the converſion of all nations; ſo be- 
fore this period the jews will become war- 
like, ſubdue all the adverſary nations around 
them, and fully eſtabliſh themſelves. As 
on their return they will find themſelves fo 
much encreaſed, that their old territories in 
Canaan will be too ſtrait for them*; and 
as there are intimations that the Aſſyrian, 
(which can ſignify nothing cle at this period 
but the Turkiſh empire: ſhall fall down be- 
fore them +; and God declares he will re- 
move the northern army or people, which 
muſt alſo mean the Turks, and will drive 
them into a land barren and deſolate, with 
his face towards the eaſt ſea, and his hinder 
part towards the utmoſt ſeat: we may 
imagine, according to the ancient promiſe, 
they will be ſoon put in poſſeſſion of the 
whole country | from the Euphrates to the 
Nile. i 


Wich the reſtoration of the Jews, and the 
return of the —_— is alſo mentioned as 
- cloſely 

9 e 0 1. + Joel ii. 20. 
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cloſely connected with it, the converſion or 
coming in of all nations “; fo that it is an 
event which may be contemplated with ſa- 
tisfaftion, and devoutly withed for by all 
who have chriſtianity at heart. 


One thing I ſhall here add, which may 
ſerve further to illuſtrate what I have ſaid on 
the ſeventh vial of wrath; when this is 
poured out, we are told F, The great city 
city was divided into three parts; by the 
great City, it ſcems reaſonable to underſtand 
here, the empire or kingdom of the Holy 
Land, as the cities of the nations are men- 
tioned afterwards; the three parts into 
which it will be divided, may then ſignify 
three provinces, one of Judah, another of 
Ephraim, and another of Joſeph. The ci- 
ties of the nations are to fall or be over- 
thrown, and Babylon or Rome is to be par- 
ticularly remembered, ſo as to meet with a 
diſtinguiſhed puniſhment ; every iſland or 
little ſtate will fly away, and the mountains 

or 


2 Jer. iii. 17. II. xiv, I. 3h I * 4+ Rev. xvi, I Os 
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or great empires not be found. And 
this -agrees very w I with What is ſaid, in 


the prophecies of ih; tho' I make 


_ 
* 


* 


a full end of all natians, faith the Lord, yet 
will 


not make a full end of thee. 
* 
Such a diviſion ſeems alſo to be intimated 
in Ezekiel xlvii. 13. This ſhall be the bor- 
der, whereby ye ſhall inherit the land of 
Ifracl, according to the twelve tribes of I- 
racl ; Joſeph ſhall have two portions. 
er. XXI. 11. xbvi. 28. 
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